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Abstract 
The vocational education of sociologist requires contemporary from the developers of the curriculum to pay more attention 
to ethical and technological aspects. Adding to the curricula more courses with elements of ethics and technology will enable 
graduate of sociological studies to function more effectively in the modern job market. Focus attention by the sociologist to 
society, particularly its direct human contact during the research, clearly calls for maintaining high professional standards, and - 
increasingly, research tools adapt to the challenges of new technologies. From the respect of modern research tools depends the 
image of professional of sociologists and scientific value of research carried out. A wide range of research problems undertaken 
by sociologists adds to the complexity and intricacy of ethical dilemmas arising from the specific profession. The aim of this 
paper is to present aspects that are intended allow improved the educational process for two important elements: ethics and 
technology. These elements, in the opinion of the authors, should be emphasized in the curriculum development process in order 
to enable graduates to professional, with new technology and in accordance with the ethics of research, and the development of 
their careers.  
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1. Introduction  
Contemporary sociological studies are essentially utilitarian - different people and institutions shall use the 
information obtained by sociologists in the process of empirical research. It should, however, point out the dual 
nature of the use of the knowledge acquired by sociologists. Some studies serve the good of society, and especially 
to solve difficult social problems, while others are used to achieve specific goals through a variety of social 
engineering methods. Because the acquisition of knowledge about society, it becomes a very important and 
responsible task of social research should be based on certain ethical standards. Methods of sociological knowledge 
© 2014 Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Organizing Committee of PSYSOC 2013.
329 Witold Jedynak and Jarosław Kinal /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  140 ( 2014 )  328 – 332 
acquisition and then how to use it to serve man, leading him to know the truth. 
Area of interest of sociologist is very vast and heterogeneous. Applies a variety of social processes, community 
and social groups, organizations, social institutions, etc. The sociologist seeks to know relationships between people, 
is interested in the activities of social institutions. Conducting research on society allows determining its condition 
and dynamics. It also allows proposing effective ways to correct any deficiencies that hamper the proper functioning 
of society. The sociologist is therefore a kind of medical society because it explores society or phenomena that occur 
in it, and then diagnoses the social problems that need to be resolved. 
 
2.  Ethical aspects of the work of sociologist 
One way to correct the actual state and rising morality of sociologists to a specific pattern is create specific 
demands in the form of standards and directives contained in the ethics of professional sociologist. They are set on 
guard the dignity of the profession and at the same time show how the profession should behave and how they 
should not behave. Sociologists trying to determine the moral value of an act, and therefore to assess whether it is 
good or bad, they should refer it to a certain ethical standards, which is the criterion of their professional conduct. 
Ethics of the sociologist profession setting and deciding normative issues, relating to the specific standard situations, 
give rise to define the rules of functioning of the sociologist in the situation arising out of the role of social and 
professional. It is a set of guidelines that are concretization of general moral norms, because it determines the 
specific behaviour of typical situations in which may find sociologist. Specific ethical standards apply to among 
others relation to their profession, the quality of work undertaken, technical qualifications, discipline and efficiency 
(Lazari-Pawłowska, 1971, s. 62; Sułek, Świniarski, 2001, s. 63-64, 76-79; Teichman, 2002, s. 126-130). 
A major threat to the impartiality of the research is the connection between business, politics, ideology, and 
science. From the dependence of those are not free scientific and research institutions, as well as people working in 
them. Some researchers contradicting the generally accepted principles of doing science, try to combine academic 
work with achieving financial gain for himself or research unit in which they work. In fact, the desire to make 
money on the monetization and commercialization of knowledge does not contribute to the development of science, 
but rather inhibit its development, and even discredit. Bias resulting from the desire of satisfaction sponsor or the 
party ordering the test is hidden and therefore represents a major danger to science. Sheldon Krimsky (2006) 
believes that the unclear relationship between the science and business, interfere with the pursuit of truth and pose a 
threat to the autonomy of science: "Science funded by private entities is not clear. Not all projects and plans are 
public. Many scientists whose studies are powered private companies money know perfectly what kind of results 
will satisfy sponsors and have a positive impact on their profits. If the researcher is dependent on some company, 
the results of his research will probably enjoyed the company, and he, in turn, will benefit from the following grants. 
It is not rare; the researcher assimilated the interests of the company and found them to be their own " (Krimsky, 
2006, s. 218. Zob. Sułek, 1990, s. 53-54; tenże, 2002, s. 56; W. J. Goode, P. K. Hatt, 1965, s. 69-70). 
Important ethical and legal problems usually make confidential research because they are carried out without 
the knowledge and consent of the subjects. These methods are in contradiction with the principles of informed 
consent and may violate privacy of the respondents. Sometimes, however, their performance is justified by the 
importance of the scientific study of social phenomena, which cannot be known in any other way. Sociologist may 
encounter serious difficulties with the official arrival of the specific environments, or spheres of social life, because 
for various reasons they remain inaccessible. Carrying out the secret research is also indicated when the sociologist 
has reasonable grounds to believe that the participants knowledge that they are the subjects of research, may change 
their behaviour. While people subjected to covert observation, they behave naturally and not try to adapt their 
behaviour to the expectations of the observer. The current Polish Code of Ethics of Sociologist allows the use of 
confidential research under the following conditions: "The participant and not participant observation, in the sphere 
of private placement, without the knowledge of the respondents, to undertake experimental studies with hiding their 
scientific true before studied, you should resort to only when other methods are not sufficient to produce basic data 
[...]. In this type of research should be to protect the anonymity of the participants' (Code of Ethics Sociologist,, 
2012, p. 17-18; Babbie, 2004, s. 520). 
On the important issue for the study on the impact of commercialization on the attitudes and behavior 
researchers also draws attention to Janusz Sztumski (2005). According to him, regardless of whether the sponsor of 
the research is the country or private institution may appear more or less articulated demands or even requests made 
to investigators. Since not all sponsors research funders tend to be selfless, because some require that the research 
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was conducted, taking into account their interests. Awareness of such pressure causes the researchers pursuing 
sponsored research, and especially commissioned research often try to please their sponsors or clients, providing 
them with results in line with expectations (Sztumski, 2005., s. 30, Silverman, 2008, s. 283). 
In a similar situation can be found in the scholar-expert, whose position is determined by two relationships: (1) 
to the client, and (2) to various social groups interested in the solution of the problem because of their own interests. 
If a researcher wants to please only the contracting entity expertise, or will the pressure, it will be like “a curtain 
shielding the principal action”. Sometimes the client to authenticate their case refers only to such "experts, as to 
which has assurance that their judgment will confirm his intentions and just give them a semblance of scientific 
justification." Then there may be legitimate “accusations that scientists are becoming subservient courtiers issuing 
opinions” (Szczepański, 1991, s. 238). 
Sociologist should not avoid the difficult and politically or ideologically inconvenient research topics. For 
example, in Poland carried out a lot of unnecessary average citizen survey on support for political parties (the so-
called poll projections) while ignoring many important social issues (such as corruption, impunity schemers, 
administrative inefficiencies, state health care, the effects of unemployment, the increase in of juvenile delinquency, 
etc.). According to Richard Dyoniziak, lack of criticism and lack of professionalism makes in Poland there is a lot of 
“naive and erroneous survey research conducted by individuals without technical qualifications and moral values 
steering the desire to quickly earn wealth (e.g. designing advertising campaigns) or reasons of bias on to certain 
political groups or special interest groups” (Dyoniziak, 2004, s. 11-12. View: Code of Ethics Sociologist, 2012, p. 3; 
Scientific Committee on Ethics, 1994, s. 10-11). A special place where ethical standards should be established and 
respected is the virtual space. The multitude of diverse information to be included in the new media makes it 
disappears educational functions of the media. In the jungle of various statements that may be made easily, lose the 
voice of the experts or authorities. It is difficult to draw the line between amateur and professional because everyone 
can express their opinions, regardless of the represented knowledge and competence (Keen 2007). The combination 
of sociology and IT solutions has led to the creation of the interdisciplinary field of science that is the social IT. 
 
3. Social IT - aspect of the use of new technologies in the social sciences 
 
The development of new technology also allows the researcher to explore previously unknown issues. 
Interesting from the point of view of the researcher is to understand the principles of social science understood as 
the relationship between IT in the communication process and social world. In the process of investigation of this 
phenomenon on the one hand research interest is the impact of IT in communication for social and psychological 
changes among the people that use them. On the other hand, the effects of social phenomena are information and 
communication systems. The first definition of the phenomenon created by Rob Kling recognizing that “the social 
IT refers to the study of social aspects of computing, including the role of information technology in social and 
organizational changes, use of information technology in a social context and the ways in which power and social 
practices impact on social organization of work with information technologies” (Kling 2000).  
Today, social IT can be understood as an interdisciplinary research area at the intersection of computer science 
and the social sciences. In this second context, mention should be noted that social IT is the field of modern social 
sciences, such as sociology and psychology of the Internet. In this aspect, the social sciences, providing a large 
number of behavioural data on social behaviour can be described as the methodological revolution Computational 
Social Science (Cioffi-Revilla 2010). For a systematic description of the research conducted by social IT is useful to 
introduce the term information system understood as the digitally stored information and this information processing 
processes (Mackay 2013), and the social system, understood as the human community and the occurring in the 
social processes (Sztompka 1999). Relations between the social system and the information system (including the 
Internet) are complex and extensive. However, in order to facilitate and systematize the discussion from the 
perspective of social science, we can focus on the relationships that create (produce) or use (consume) information 
(Robey, Asvendo 2002).  
In this context, the relationship between the information and the social system can be illustrated in Figure 1 
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Figure 1. Correlation systems: social and information 
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 Source: Authors 
 
Through the processes of production and consumption of information, the information system feels and affects 
the social system. With feeling, an information system is modified and enriched by the social system. It should be 
mentioned that there is another, a significant relationship between the social system and information system, which 
affects the performance of the information system. This is the ratio of the impact of the structure, processes and 
dynamics of the social system on the performance of algorithms and protocol information system. Let's call it briefly 
the relationship of social influence. This is not a relation of production or manufacturing information, such as 
influence by an information system on the social system. Through the influence, information system modifies the 
social system. Social IT is the study and improvement of activity relation of feeling and influence. One of the 
biggest challenges is to understand the dynamics of the relationship between information system and social system 
involving the feedback of feeling and effect (Askenase, Westelius 2003). 
In the process of teaching of sociologists educators should pay attention to the various elements of social 
science: 
Figure 2. Elements of social informatics with leading topics 
Elements Lead subjects / fields of interest 
Web mining (1)  Analysing the topology of the Internet, 
WWW and P2P 
(2) Analysis of information diffusion (spreading 
rumors, innovation, etc.) 
(3) Automatic content analysis 
(4) Analysis of emotions (sentiments) 
Social simulation Simulation of social phenomena. 
The aesthetics of new media Techniques for processing and analysis of data in the context 
of art. 
Information society (1) The dominance of professionals and scientists 
in the occupational structure; 
(2) Central role of theoretical knowledge as a 
source of innovation; 
(3) The introduction of social control of 
technological developments; 
(4) The creation of "intellectual technologies" as a basis for 
political and social decision-making 
           Source: Authors 
 
4. Conclusion 
 
Teaching sociology should be expanded to ethical and technology issues. The second related to the need to 
understand and use new technologies and niches that are created on the tangent line of the social system and the 
computer. In addition, students of sociology should receive a lot of knowledge axiological and ethical, allowing in a 
complementary manner to prepare, carry out, describe and interpret social research. A good example of the 
introduction of these innovations in the life is the Institute of Sociology at the University of Rzeszow, whose 
program includes both the ethics of the profession of sociologist and technological subjects - information 
technology, new media and media systems, sociology of the Internet, which allows its graduates to take up 
employment in occupations also interdisciplinary, related of controlling process, internal audit, human resources 
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management, the media sector and advertising. The process of creating educational programs in the Institute was 
based on an analysis of the labour market, so as to enable graduates to take up employment in the broad perspective 
of the competition. In the authors' opinion, sociologist education program should be built on the principle of duality: 
the classical curriculum and content including ethical and technology issues. Such program as the only can prepare 
competent human resources for modern economy. 
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